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stand at the head of a golden age of art, science and literature,
as a sort of Jehovah, who should decide what science, art and
literature were to be. But this too was denied him, and was
given rather to his grandfather, for names like Helmholtz,
Virchow, Mommsen, Treitschke, Lenbach and Menzel have
their roots in the age of William I, and only their last shoots
reach to the days of William n. Nevertheless there were
skilled scholars and poets, perhaps not quite of the first rank,
to whom it seemed an honour to sit at the Kaiser's table.
In general the life of the scholar and writer is a dry, barren
field, and it flatters such men to be summoned to the more
opulent tables of monarchs.
Shortly after King Edward's death I was sitting in the
open at Marienbad with several British Members of Parlia-
ment, Colonel Lockwood, Mr. Henniker Heaton, the former
Lord Mayor of London, Sir Alfred Newton, the great actor
Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree, an ardent admirer of the Kaiser,
and Mr. Charles Boyd, an intimate friend of Cecil Rhodes.
One of these gentlemen said to me: <c We're telling you
a lot about English affairs. Won't you give us some in-
formation about things on the continent; or preferably about
people ? You're known as a man who has met many people,
especially leading political personages. Perhaps you know
the Kaiser, Prince Billow, the Emperor Francis Joseph,
Aehrenthal?"
" Have you ever met the Kaiser personally ? " another
asked.
I answered: " Never personally; but once I saw and
heard him at very close quarters. It was at the house of von
Schloezer, the Prussian Minister in Munich, at the opening of
the new Schack gallery. The Kaiser and members of the
Bavarian Royal house had lunched with the Minister. After
luncheon other invited guests arrived for the opening cere-
mony. I had been invited by the Hungarian Abbot, Bishop
Monsignore Count Vay de Vaya, to accompany him. The
guests were awaiting the " All Highest" circle. Then there
entered the room the whole Bavarian Royal house, led by the
German Emperor and the Prince Regent of Bavaria. Had
not someone said that they were the members of the Royal
Family, I should have been inclined to take many of them,